


THE LAWTON M. CHILES, JR. 
CENTER FOR FLORIDA HISTORY 
Founded in 2001, the Lawton M. Chiles, 
Jr., Center for Florida History strives 
to enhance the teaching, study, and 
writing of Florida history. The center 
seeks to preserve the state’s past through 
cooperative efforts with historical societies, 
preservation groups, museums, public 
programs, media, and interested persons. 
This unique center, housed in the Sarah D. 
and L. Kirk McKay, Jr., Archives Center, is 
a source of continuing information created 
to increase appreciation for Florida history.

ABOUT THE LECTURE SERIES
In its 17th year, the Lawton M. Chiles, 
Jr. Florida Lecture Series is a forum that 
brings speakers to the Florida Southern 
College campus to explore Florida life and 
culture from a wide range of disciplines, 
including history, public affairs, law, 
sociology, criminology, anthropology, 
literature, and art. The overall objective 
of the series is to bring members of the 
community, the faculty, and the student 
body together to interact with and learn 
from leading scholars in their fields.
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Dr. James M. Denham, Executive Director
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T. D. ALLMAN
Journalist and author

“Finding Florida: The True History 
of the Sunshine State”
Branscomb Memorial Auditorium

Rarely, if ever, has a book 
on Florida history generated 
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GENE SMITH
Professor of History, Texas Christian University

“The Slave’s Gamble: Choosing Sides 
in the War of 1812”
Thad Buckner Building, Hollis Room

Though largely forgotten, 
the War of 1812 had 
profound consequences for 
the United States.  The 
conflict confirmed U.S. 
independence and secured its 

borders, all the while ushering in a significant, 
if brief, period of national unity. The war also 
dislodged Native Americans, triggering 
American expansion to the Mississippi River. 
Historian Gene Smith studies the war and its 
aftermath from the perspective of enslaved 
Africans, concluding that the conflict resulted 
in “the greatest nineteenth-century diaspora 
of blacks from the United States” ever. A 
native of Alabama, Smith earned his Ph.D. in 
history from Auburn University in 1991. He 
is an expert on early national America and 
naval history and the author of seven books 
and many articles. Recently he was appointed 
Class of 1957 Distinguished Lecturer in Naval 
Heritage at the United States Naval Academy 








