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Biographical Sketch 
Dr. John Allen Attaway, Sr. was born on July 19, 1930 in Atlanta, Georgia.  His father planted 

five acres of orange trees in Haines City, Florida and the family relocated to the area permanently in 
1947.   

Attaway enrolled at Florida Southern College in the fall of 1947, where he majored in chemistry 
but also took citrus classes so that he could help his father in their groves.  He graduated in 1951 with a 
Bachelor in Science degree, continued his education at the University of Florida, where he received his 
Master’s degree in 1953, and then Duke University, where he was awarded a Ph.D. in 1957.   

 
After working for a brief period of time in West Virginia, Attaway returned to Florida as research 

chemist at the Citrus Research and Education Center in Lake Alfred. There he worked under Dr. Louis 
MacDowell, the center's first Director of Scientific Research and with 
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